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AMUSEXBNTS THIS BTSN1NO.

M ACADEMY OK MUSIC, Ir»lo£ i'Uce..Italian Oris a-
Ml 14 UUIU.

NIBLO'B QA&DBN, Broadway..Till Bncbaytreh.

WINTER OARDEN. Broadway..Tns Honeymoon

WALLACE'S HIEATBL. 844 Broadwafl.Old IT*aw
an v. un . iikak.s.

LAURA KKEKK'S THEATRE. Broadway.Tut Ma
C.imur; OB. ruu 1'bcf or Day.

Kb" BOWKBI THEATRE. Bowery..Afternoon am
us .vi.a omo ..u ..im IU ur.You*-. kiifn.i..au La Tooa »a Ki.eu.Arrnoi or Han-Yorw

|I>VW

OLYMPIO THEATRE, 1*5 Broadway Jassia-YoctiChit n»»m Saw a Wo »--lI*ri-y Man.

V BAHM'M'S AMERICAN MUSEUM. Broadway.COM.Si'utt.Lirini; WmaLK, AO., at all hours..nor o Mriiiiiaa. a mow or UAlkbwo. al'turnuon auil orunlOa'.

BRYANTS' MINSTRELS. Mechanics' Hall, 472 Broad,wav..Wiiu Since* i-ill« Paxikumin.

J MELODEON CONCERT HALL. 539 Broadway ."ocw
- it tar i'u o«»anc*-. Son on. Dances, Burlesques, Ac.

ICANTERBURT MUSIC HALL. 585 Broadway.Sosas
VA.nc'Ka, BubulSQUEA. AO..lire tiw<t.

L OAIKTIKM CONCERT ROOM. 616 Bruadwav .Orawinoulom kmubtainments, ualleia. Pantomimed. PaBCES, ao.
c AMERICAN MUSIC HALL. 444 Broadway leilou.'J>akbb*.Ilailiu>ai».Collision.Jolly Millbrn.

'* CRYSTAL PALACE CONCERT HALL, No. 45BoweryGvSLBMQUl.n,NONGS. dance j. ac..i-lea!' as A 10

PARISIAN CABINET OK WONDERS, 863 Broad,ray.Ct^n daily from 10 A, M till OP. Si

NOVELTY MUSIC IiALL, 616 Broadway..Borlusquisfc-um.s. Dances, ac.

\ork, Friday, Afcil

T11E SITUATION.
The weather near Yorktowri is again quite pletiBn.it aiifl favorable for the operations of o'>r troops,w..

jane siege worKs are going on vigorously, and the
Inen are in splendid condition, full of hope and
Confident of victory. Skirmishes with the rebel
jpi kets continue to be frequent, giving our mea
gome active work to perform, although the results
ftre not more important than those always incident
|o the progress of a siege.
j further intelligence concerning the late uflair of
k poeUon ofGeneral Buruside's arinv, near Elizabeth
City. eonQrms our purvious reports that the rebel
account of a disaster to our arms were untrue.
Colonel Bummers and Lieutenant Carncs arrived at

^altunore in the boat from Fortress Monroe yesterday,having reached there about an hour before

|the boat left, in the steamer Cossack, from NewItem.They report that a fight occurred last
Kuesday near the canal locks of Elizabeth
City, North Carolina, between Colonel
Hawkins' regiment and a force of rebels. The
febela were repulsed with considerable lose. Our
|oss is estimated at fifty killed and wounded.

|poloncl llarkina was wounded in the right breast

pud his Ad? '' ,»nt killed. It is also reported that

jpeoeral Bornside has received proposals from the
governor of North Carolina for the surrender of
felie State, though with what amount of truth we

fere now unable to say.J *
*

f We publish to-day some highly interesting news

from the Southern papers; among other things the

jtitement from the Atlanta (Ga.) Coi\fe<Je,<i>-yt
Ihst Northern Alabama and Western Georgia are

Completely at the mercy of General Mitchei,
Ifehoae present position is declared to be such, at

punter'a Landing, that he can at once proceed to

p>me, take that city, burn down the foundries, and
capture all the arms, take possession of the enpine*on the railroad, and not only cat off reinEorcemont*and means of retreat from the rebel

peneral Kirbr Smith, who was alleged to be
feiarcKng towards Huntsrille, but leave, at
Kh? same time, the rebel forces at Knox.wille, Greenviilw and Cumberland Gap, togetherwith all Western Virginia, completely
fcxpofled. The Richmond Examiner of the 22d,
fepeaking of affair* at Yorktown, says that our

ftroops had cut a efenal between the York and
Warwick rivers, which gives us a water front
kcroa* that whole strath of country, which must
ontribute materially to the strength of our posl.

|ion. It states further Unit on Saturday night last
S

tour men were engaged in throwing up intrenchgncnts,and that, at day^ht on Sundajy they t^rc
Bompletcd, and guns mounted witliin a thousand
wards of the rebel position.

According to atatemcnts which reach us by
|lic British schooner Evelina, fVom Ne-au, New
fcVoridence, arrived at this port yesterday, It up

trs that the rebel steamer Nashville, which now

a !a under the recently asaumed name of the
frhomas L. Wragg, had returned to Nassau in a disabledcondition, one of her paddle boxes being
fcittly injured. Bh* had made an ineffectual atfcmplto run tli* blo< kade into Charleston,
kind tho d&mAfffe ma® otmnnua.l /» !.«*-«

I . '«"«

been received by a nhot from one of our

Blockading squadr- n pr bably the Oemsbok.
frhc Nashville had on bourj a full cargo of uuiiiitibit

ion and guna, brought >y the Drti.-h vessel
El »liator to NMMMh

1 he rebel steamer Ella Warley (formerly the
Isabel) had also arrived ft Nassau ivom Havana,
»vith a cargo of saltpetre and potash, u> l would
iku wpt to run the block idc. The rebel atvani' i

fceeil had ran the Charleston blockade and arrivci
!ft* Nassau. There were also tilher bidhII rebel vea

i>l< at Naaaaa. all having micccasfully run th(
lo< kadc.

d Olf ORE88
In the Senate yesterday, a communication from

lit War Dopartmont, covering copies of contract)
lade by that department for 1861, was presented,
, larga number of petition*, asking a rcdnrtior
f the proposed tax on beer and malt lienors
rare presented ftod refer ej. The bill providing
>r the recognition of ffaytf t«d JJberla, and es

' v

talf.isluag diplomatic intercourse with those coun'tne« wtiM takeu up. and Mr. l>avis, of Kentucky. offareda suontiiuto. authorizing tlie President to appoint
d Con«ul at Liberia and a Consul General at

Hayti, to negotiate treaties. The substitute was

tejeetod. and the bill passed by a rote of 82 to 7.

, The consideration of the Confiscation bill was ifceu

resumed, and Mr. Collamer, republican, made a

speech against it. Mr. Sherman's amendment to
the original bill, limiting confiscation to persons
who held certain offices under tlie rebel governmentwas agreed to.yens '17, nays 11. The furtherconsideration of the subjeot seas then post'poned, and the .Senate went into executive
session.

In the House of Representatives, a resolution
1 celling for the correspondence between the French

and United States governments relative to the war

was referred to the Committee on Foreign Aflairs.
Bills authorizing treaties with the Utah and Mew
Mexico Indians, extinguishing their titles to lands,

I were referred to the Committee of the Whole.
A bill to settle the accounts of New York
lor advances made during the war with
Qreat Britain and for other purposes, was
referred t-o the Committee on Claims.
The Confiscation bills were then taken
up, and after some debate the Mouse, by a vote of

to 31, referred the subject to a special commit"
tee. A resolution to print 2407000 copies of the
agricultural report of the Patent office.2.">,(X)0 in

' German.was adopted. In Committee of tho
Whole, Messrs. Rollins, of Maine, and Allen, of
Ohio, made speeches on the subject of our national
troubles, ;uul Mr. Edwards spoke iu favor of the
bill giving bounties to widows and heirs of vuluniteers. Mr. Vallandigham, of Ohio, quoted from a

speech of Senator Wade, in which the latter
charged the former with disloyalty to the Union,
and emphatically pronounced the Senator " a liar,
a scoundrel and a coward," and expressed his
rcudinees to meet him anywhere. Mr. Blake took
up the quarrel for Senator Wade, and Mr. Hatching
ottered a resolution declaring Mr. Vallandigham's
language a violation of the rules of the House arid
a breach of decorum, and that he is deserving of
and is hereby censured by the House. Pending
the question on the resolution the House adjourned.

MISCELLANEOUS NEWS.
By the arrival of the Spanish war steamer Isabella Catolica, we are in possession of importIant news from Mexico and South America. It

will be seen that the French arc moving on the
city of Mexico, and that the Spaniards and English
are retiring in disgust. Several French Zouaves
had been lassoed and hanged by the Mexican
guerillas. The country is in a most melancholy
and unsettled condition. Some more Spanish
troops had arrived, and the health of the expeditionaryarmy was generally very good.
From St. Duuiingo we learn that there is a

prospect of a mi-aindentfaiiding between the Spanishand .Uaytieu governments, concerning the old
que-tion of the boundary line. Spain is detarminedto linvc the old limits established; but the Ha>tiensarc inclined to resist what they regard us an

unjust and illegal claim. The Spanish forces are

concentrating at Agua. and it is expected that
they will attack the Haytiens unless they do as

they are bid. The Spaniards say that if urged to
make war they will compel GeflVard to give ir<
the line claimed and to pay al1 expenses. The
Madrid correspondent of the L vniLuice Bd'jt,
writing on tiie 50th ult., state* that a royal
decree, signed by the Quean of Spain, has cr«-. <1
the famous Sautana, who sold St. homir.go to
the Spanish government, the " Marquis do las Car*
reras," this being the name ol' the place where
the Haytieus and Dominicans met in combat some

years ago.
The news from Venezuela, published in the Havanapapers of the 15th iaet., goea to show that

the rebel forces were being driven to the wall on

every aide. Fiona all quarters the news was favorableto the government. The army of the rebelchief, Falcon, had been attacked at Coro, and
utterly defeated, by the young General t'auiero.
The schooner Anita had arrived safely at Laguay
a, with eight hundred stand of arms for the
government. The forces of Carapano and Maturinattacked Acosta on the Bio Grande, and after
a bloody combat the latter was forced to fly. The
rebel* of the East had been seriously affected by
this blow. Gen. Guerara had also met the enemyand defeated him at San Antonio. There
had been several aklrmishes, all of them highly
favorable to the government of General Paez.
Th# prize schooner Dixie, which a'Tived at

Philadelphia on Wednesday, was formerly the
schooner H. C. J. Nciid, of Baltimore. She is one
hundred and ten tons burthen, and at the bnaking
out of the rebellion was fitted out as a privateer,
armed with three guns, and in that capacity capturedthe Mary Alice, with a valuable cargo,
which was recaptures* by the United States ship
»iaoasu, itfiu nie print; crew eeui 10 rori l.afayette,
By the arrival of the nchooner Evelina at this

port yesterday, from Nassau, N. P., we learn
that tha Cunard mail steamer Kainak. from Ha.
vana for'New York, 'ran aground in the harbor
of Nassau, on the afternoon ot the 14th inst.,
and In a few hoars after bilged. Her passengers
and mails were taken off, and part of her rgo of
sugar and cotton was saved in a damaged b'*te.
Twelve of her passengers arrived in .he Evelir..
and the remainder, together with the mails, sailer
for New York in the nchooner J. J. Finlayson.
The Bridgetown (B»rh«.toa) Tlwta of the 2eth

ultimo has the following paragraph, copied from a
Dominican journal, in regard to the United States
ship Shepherd Knapp:."The United States uhip-ofwarShepherd Knapp, Commander Hytinge, urrivedat Prince Ruperts on Thursday lust and anchoredin the buy. After twenty-four hours stay,
however, her commander was informed by Mr.
Police Magistrate Johnstone, that by a recent proclamationof her Majesty he could remain no

longer in the bay, hut must depart. He stated
that he had come in to get wver und to paint and
reilt, and was not aware of the proclamation, and
reijue-ted to be allowed time to write to his Excellencythe Lieutenant Govern r for permission to
remain until he eould effect these objects. The
aiiswcr returned was that sivh permission could
not be granted, and that Ue ist leave unless detainedby stress of weather She left t about ten
o'clock P.M. on Sunday, and stood away to the
northwest, evidently steering for s». Thomas,"
The Shepherd Knapp arrived »t thin poit Inst
week and is now at the Brooklyn Nary Yard.
The United Hi.»iex steamer Co«sank arrived at this

port la-t evening from Xowbcru, vie FortreM Monroe,bringing n large nnmber of passengers, among
thetn 14V of the soldier-* wounded at the late bettieof Xowbern. The commiiwo. »re Tor attei ding
to the aick and wounded abo arrived in thi aatnr
vessel.
The Board of Aldermen did not organic last

evening, a quorum not being j«< »ent,
The Hoard of f'ouneilmen did not meet ln«t

evening a quorum not brinir pi -ant when the
r<>11 was culled. I're-. d«nt I'lnck^ey declared the
Hoard adjourned till Monday

In the Court of Crucial Sessions yesterday,
Charles H. Fleming was tried und couvlcted of
bigamy in marrying Jar e A. Butt, on the r. 1st of
December, 1MU, while hia fir-t wife was living.
He wu" remanded for arntenoe. John M. Ha . r>i

placed on trial charged with perpetrating a f.
niotis assault npon Dr. Franela Petlgrau, tn Fr ink
lin streot, on the lbth of March, by cutting him
with a knl.'e. The jury convic ted him of asaault
and battery, and the llTorder will paw sentence
on Saturday. Leonard F1 ker, indicted for e'abbingMatbeW Joyce with a knife, pleaded guilty to
an assault with a dangerous weapon vrttbintent to
do bodily harm, and was wot back, for wntsact
"
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Counsel for Robert J. Hall, ohaiged with false pretencesin representing himself to be a Southern refugeeand a member of the olerical profession,
moved for Ida discharge, llall having been brought
before the court on a writ of habeas corpus. His
counsel maintained that the alleged representations,il made, did cot constitute a legal offence.
The Recorder did aot ooimide with the counsel,
but discharged the writ and held the prisoner for
further examination.
The usual semi-mout hly meeting of the Commissionersof Public Charities and Correction was

held yesterday afternoon. Simoon Draper, H*q.,
President, in the chair. From the weekly statementsubmitted to the ltoard it appears that the
number remaining in the various institutions on
the 12th inat. was 7,42.1; admitted since, 2,119;
died, 39; discharged, 1,634; seut to UtaokwelTs
Island, 445; sent to State Prison. 2; remaining
April 19, 7,424; decrease, 1. The Committee of
the Wholo reported that from the 11th to the "24th
of the present month, inclusive, 6o3 persons had
been transferred from the city prisons to Blackwell'sIsland as vagrants and disorderly persons,
of which 173 were males and 490 females. The
receipts from various suuroea, from the 11th to the
21th iiist., were $6,3tH 65.
Thestock market was steady yesterday; the feature

was aa advance in govorumc'nl sixer, of a % per cent.
Railway shares showed tittle or no change. Money wns

very easy at previous quotations. The rate ot interest
allowod by tba Sub Trewurur on dspnsifn is 6 per cent to
hanks and 4 to the public. Exchange dull; gold, 101V
Tli*cotton market waa Arm yesterday, though aoma

Icsa animated than on tbo previous day. Th" sate-»mbracedTOO baioa, ou ths bams xif 2tl Vja. a 29\c.,cbictiy
at ihn latter ttgura for middling uplands. Some prominenthol.iara war# not oiforing their cottons, whilv sumo
other* refused to soil under soc., which, however, win
nu outmdu ilgura. The flour market was again tinner
and burner, while dales woro sumo le?s active.
Whoal was held with tirinne.-o-, while sales were light
and prices irregular. Corn was easier, with sales
of Western mixed at 6He. a f>®c. in store and deitvered,
and at 63c. a G3'.,c. for yellow Delaware and Jersey,
Pork was in larger request, wl'.h sales of now moss at
$12 26 a $12 50, and of now prune at $10 a.$10 25, and
1 .HOD tibia, now mess wore sold, deliverable In June, at
$12 25. Sugars were steady and active, and sales of
2,100 hints, anil 121 boxes were made at prices given in
another column. Molasses was in good request, with
sales of 250 fchda. l'orfo Itico at p t., and 50 do. do.
at afc. Coflce was quiet; there was gome inquiry for the
article in bond lor export to the Continent. Freight en-

gagemeuts wore moderate and without change of importance.
The Sltw Htratrgy of tlie Rebels In Vlrgtniaand the Southwest.A Few Hints
for Mr. Secretary Stunton.
The numerous defeats of the rebels, from 1

Missouri to the Atlantic seaboard, in January '

and February last, culminating in the surrcn-

der of their army at Fort Donelson, not only i

broke down their entire line of Northern deft-aces,but compelled them to adopt au entirely '

new plan of defensive warfare. 1

JefT. Davi*. in his February message to the
rebel Congress, substantially coufas.-ed that in (

undertaking to defend their Northern frontier '

lino against the inroads of the United States
forces, from tLe l'otomao to the Mississippi,
and thence' to the Missouri, the ''Confederate
States" bail attempted too much. Our next
advices Irom Richmond informed us that the
rebel leaders were discussing a new plan
operations; and next we were apprised thut a
new plan, and one promising the best results,
had b(*n adopted. The rebel exodus had discoveredthat a chain of defensive works, boweverformidable aa a whole, was completely
broken down with the loss of two or three of
the connecting links, and that it wus, therefore,
a waste of money, time, labor, artillery and
munitions of war to repeat that extensive line
of defences which they had tried so hopefully,
hut which.had so utterly and disastrously
failed. * <

And ao, with their compulsory evacuation of
Nashville, the rebel chiefs lust no time in preparingfor the evacuation of Manassas, so that
their army in the East might not be surrounded
or cut oil' from its communications with their
army in the West. Next we get hold of a copy
of an appeal from the War Office at Richmond
' to the people of the Confederate State*,'" callingupon them and upon their churches, corporations,Ac., Ac., for all the bells they can spare,
in order that they may be worked up into light
artillery, suitable for an army K motion from
point to point. At regain -'.aces which mo*'
lie defended, such as the available bluns and
islands of the Mississippi, and the commercial
cities of the Southern seaboard, and the approachesto Richmond, the heavy fortification
and naval guns from the great magazmo of the
Norfolk Navy Yard are still to bo employed to
the fullest extent; but all the intermediate stationarydefences of the rebellion are to be
abandoned. Tuoy arc to be. and are alreadysupersededb~ two great moreal la rebel urmies,one in 4 le East and ono in the West,
and each of tin s* armies i* to be prepared at
a momenta warning and in overwhelming numbersto pounce upon any exposed dctaclunent
of our advancing forcea. and so to cut up our
nrinie# in detail.

Thi is-u Napoleonic idea, the identical plan
of aetion under which the first Napoleon cut to
pieces in Italy two or three successive Austrian
armies of vastly superior force, and the strategy
whoroby, u 1 Hi4, from ids interior position, he
achieved such wonders in hit final stna-.glea
for Paris against the overwhelming forcea of the
advancing semicircle of tLe Allies, by his rapid
marches against their detected eolnnm* from
day to day. General .Sidney Johnston and
Ileanrogard only followed then; examples of
Napoleon in this lata attack again at the anuy
of General Grant at Pittsburg F>ai.diug. Their
objects were to surprise him, defeat hfm and
destroy his army, before General flood's could
arrive t; relieve liini; and but for those two

gunboats in the Tennessee river, at the igl.t
spot in the very erisi* of danger General
Grant's army, in all probability, would have
been destroyed; and the defeat of I'noil might
have followed: and tbn- we might have lo-t all
the Stales and all the great moral adr:i»( iges
previously gained by our glorious victories in
the West.

In the East as in the West the rebel* liave
concentrated their strength upon un in torior
centre of operations, and upon Yorkto'wn, as

upon Corinth, c r rcosare advancing In converginglines so iu the East our advancing
forces aio nienac i with the same danger from
wuil'll m»» w C>W|KU Ml III' iikui.

J General Halloo* a his very instructive work
entitled "llalleckeKUmenU of Military Art and
Science," »eys, In regard "to courergijg lin-m
of operation," "that care should be taken that
the point of meeting bo such that it may not 1>e
tukon as a «trategic position by the enemy. a;.d
our forces l»t destroyed in datail before they
ran effect a junction." Then he recites a numberof remarkable instances in which great
armies havo thus in detail boon dnplroycd, includingIhe examples to which we hare already
alluded.
Now, if we are not mistaken, the army of

General McDowell, tho army of General Flunks,
and '.h«» amy of Geo .*1 rionont, widely nepa-
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nted from each her, are moving by oonver;,iug
linos to a po'ut of meeting with General McClellan,which is actually occupied an 1 fortiAadas a strategic position by the enemy;
We are sure that in thin matter we are giving
no information which can be useful to the
enemy; for be is doubtless much better informedof the movements of McDowell, Banks
and Fremont than we can possibly be. But
the question thus recurs to us, is the city of
Washington positively safe, ia view of the late
strategical dash of the rebels upon Pittsburg
Landing ?
The York peninsula is heavily fortlfiod.

(Junenil MoG'lellan'n advanoe in it is arrested
by an elaborate system of earthworks, which
indicate not a pitched battle, but a regular
siege to carry them. They may bo sufficiently
strong, with eight or teu thousand men, to disputethe advance of MeClellan's army for sove.

rnl days, especially as, in neglecting to get rid
of the M-rriinac, Mr. Secretary Wolles has de*
livered up the James river to the enemy. Suppose,then, that, leaving ten or fifteen thousandmen to work the batteries of the York
peninsula against General McOiollan, the bulk
of the rebel Army of the East, say eighty thousandstrong, uuder General Jo. Johnston, is
moved out of the peninsula, and is dashed
upon the army of McDowell, and that that
army is routed, what will there be to prevent
Johnston lrom moving at once, by forced
marches, upon Washington? and how is tho
army of General McClellan to intercept him?
It is possible that at this moment the main
body of the* robel anny from Manassas may be
much ftearcr to McDowell than to McClellan.
There may be not the slightest ground for

any such apprehensions. Wo arc willing to believethat. the plans of the War Department
for the occupation of Richmond Involvo no

possible ohance of danger ! » Washington; but
in any event, from the hints which we have
thrown out. Mr. Secretary Stanton will be enabledto appreciate the public solicitude concerningthe safoty of the several converging
armies into which our lato grand Army of the
Potomac has been divided.

Our National Defences*

Among the results of the present war is the
awakening of the country to the necessity of
national defences, which have been too long
neglected. New discoveries in tho art of war

have rendered the old weapons ahd old deducesobsolete, and events that have occurred
unce the breaking out of the rebellion have
minted out the danger of leaving our coast
tnd Northern frontier so badly protectod. MrSewarddid not call the attention of the North,
sin States and of Congress to the matter a momenttoo soon. The admirable report of tho
Military Committee, drawn up by Mr. Illair,
which we published yesterday, Is the fruit of
this warning. We trust it will not fall stillbornto the ground, but that it will l>e taken up
ma liberal and comprehensive spirit, and acted
upon with promptitude and energy.

It contains many suggestions of great practicalvalue; for instance, one, that a military educationshould be opened to tho sons of such
parents as are n illing to pay for it, and that
the army should be open to them equally «3

to the cadets of West Point. Passing over

several other points, we come to the most important.*

l<y the treaty of peace with England, after
the war of lt<12-15, it was'agreed that neither
of the two nations should maintain a navy
upon the lakes which divide Canada from the
United .Slates. England has neutralized the
treaty as far ae she is concerned by constructingtwo shevt inilitury canals, which connect
the upper with the low*r lakes, and the lower
with the ocean, out of the reach of our guns.
At anjr moment she may send up a tlcet which,
iii the event of war, could destroy every Americantown from Ogdenuburg to Chicago, and
enable Lev to invade llto Northern States.
Near the head of the St. Lawrence, at the foot
of Lake Ontario, the British, to complete their
supremacy on the lakes, have built an immense
navrsl depot for the construction and repair of
vessels and a very strong fortress to protect
the depot and the outlet of the lake. As the
right bank of the Upper St. Lawrence is
in the United States, we hare, of course,
a right to erect fortifications there to command
the river. Both sides of the St. Lawrence
below belong to Kngland. In order to have
unimpeded military communication, a canal
hai been constructed from the lower part of
Lake Ontario to the St. Lawrence, at a poiut
where the eminent domain on either bunk of
the river belongs exclusively to her Britannic
Majesty. Now, to place the United State* on

a footing of equality.it will be noct *»ary for
our government to conriruot fortifications aud
n ival depot*, uud two or three military canals.
oue from the Mississippi, by Illinois river,
Into Lake Michigan, and the other from Lake
Erie into Lake Ontario around Niagara ball*.
while the Ei ie ami Hudson Canal could be ho

enlarged an to allow a res-el of 1,500 or erou

2,000 tons to enter Lake Lrio from the ocean

which could b< accomplished in a shorter linn*
from the city of Now York than from the mouth
of the St. Lawrence, to tay nothing of tho dangorand delay arising from rapids, i oeks and ice.
As our ship:' could icmain lutcr in the fall and
till the British were icebound, and aa they could
enter tho lakes from the Mississippi in the

spring a month sooner than the British Could
by way of the St. Lawrence, the advantage
would be all on our side. By tho construction
or the two canals and the enlargement of the
Kiie, a fleet blockaded in New York might be
removed to New Orleans by internal water
communication, the Hudson being connected
with the Mississippi. Nor is this all. Such is
the wonderful maimer in which nature has
favored this country that, in time of war with a

great maritime Power, an interior coast channel
from Now Orleans to Boston can bo completed
at a very small expense, an follow*:.Beginning
in the Mississippi river, uhovo Now Orleans,
awl opening up tho bed of the Iberville river
(closed by General Jackson in 1*12-15), on

innar communication may bo continued along
the coa*t bctwotv. I lie Mands*iiud the main*
laud, vis >iobile and Pensueola (crossing FloridaWilli a ship canal), Savannah, Charleston,
Beaufort, Noifolk, Baltimore, Philadelphia,
New Brunswick und Now York, through Long
Inland .Sound, Narragansett and Jhr/vard's buy."
by n abort canal to Mav-achuaetts Bay. New
London can be connected with Beaufort by
three short and inexpensive canals of .u aggrogatolength of only seventy-eight and a hall
miles. How important In peace or war is thh
internal communication, and hon beautifallj
: it designed by l'rovidenoe to l?nk the Nortl
with the South and the Wcat wifu the East l>;
an unbroken chain, making the woole on

k giand country. with one mighty desthiy,
^

La Secretary ^'«IIn Coles Out?.A Uulilru
Opportunity A>r tl»« Urautf««t HflulU.

According to tlV telegraph, Mr. Secretary
Welles, the vonorabV* head of the Navy Department,U going outj. aud a new man ie to
tike bis place. It is statAd, too, that Mr. Welles
s to be shipped off to Sp*in. It is a matter,
however, of little or no cdliseqaenoe whether
the gentleman goes to Spain, Paraguay or Japan,so that wo get him out of the Navy Department.His sucoeesor, if picked up in the
streets at a venture, cannot possibly be worse,
and may bo a thousand times better, qualified
to administer the duties of the department at »

this orisis than is Mr. Welles.
But President Lincoln, exercising his own

good judgment, and in accordance with the
atom and costly lessons of this war and the
imperative demands of the present day in the
matter of an efficient navy, can effect an Immediateand wonderful revolution in our naval
servioe by the appointment of the right kind
of mKO to manage It. We expect, toe, that Mr.
Linooln will appoint the right sort of man.
We are strengthened in this impression very
much from the report that General Banks, of
Massachusetts, and Governor Spraguo, of
Rhode Tsland, are foremost among the names
mentioned as those from which the new head
of the Navy Department will be chosen.
Either General Banks or Governor Sprague
will be satisfactory to the oountry; for they
both beloug to the astive, earnest, leading progressivemen of the present day, and not to tho
old political fsesi'.s of a generation which is
buried, nor to the exploded military ideas and
menus and appliances of war of 18G0.

Whf»t is the record of Mr. Welles as our Secretaryof tho Navy! It is that of a man still adheringto an old order of thought after it has
been superseded by a revolution in tho art of
war uh inarKoa iy inai rasiuiing irom tue introductionof gunpowder. Mr. Welles Las made
some considerable additions to our naval establishment;but among them are from sixty to
seventy sailing wooden vessels purchased,
which, with only a few exceptions, to tho best
of our knowledge, have not been, and are not
likely to be, ofany earthly service to Ihe government.We are informed, too, that the twenty
wooden steam gunboats, which Mr. Welles
was induced to hurry up for the uses

of our seaboard naval expeditions in this war,
are but little if anything faster under a full head
of steam than a common sailing vessel under
a good wind. Mr. Welles, we believe, has also
provided for tho construction of several ironcladgunboats, to be finished six or nine
months hence, from which it is evident
that be supposes this war is to "drag its slow
length along," through six, eight or ton years
of comfortable contracts and magnificent old
fashioned naval expeditions.
Wc want a Secretary of the Navy who will

give us a record different from this, from beginningto ond; we want no more purchases
of old sailing vessels as ships-of-war; we want
no more wooden gunboats propelled by steam
at the rate of seven or eight miles an hour; we
want no more magnificent naval expeditions to
uninhabited sand hills anil unprofitable sea

islands, while such places as Norfolk, Wilmington,Charleston, Savannah, Mobile and New Orleanscontinue in the hand* of the enemy. Our
great naval expedition of last autumn might
just as easily have shelled out the rebel defencesof Norfolk as those of l'ort Royal; unif
VAffrtlL- urlf'ii tfra otHiAmtl aC 4wa tliA«oon/1 fltm

hundred pieces of artillery, and with that unfinishedmonster, tho Menrhnae, would have been
a prize that fifty tinms over would have paid all
expenses.
We have no donbt that Mr. Secretary Welles

is responsible for > great blunder of moving
olf this aforesaid expedition from the waters of
Norfolk, when Norfolk, of all places, w; ., the
very place to be first tuken. Had it been taken
last October, tho James river route to ltichmoudwould now be open to us, and we should
not now find the banks of the Mississippi bristlingwith rebel batteries, numbering at each defensivepoint from fifty to two or three hundred
heavy guns.

Mr. Welles was afraid of Norfolk, a3 he was

afraid of the new naval experiment of the Monitorwhen first proposed to him by Captain
Ericsson. Tho Captain waited upon the Secretaryfrom day to day for a hearing till his patiencewas exhausted; and then, as a last resort,
going in person to the President, with hia plans
and proposals, be was heard and authorized to
build his ship. We are indebted, then, to
the lucky thought of Captain Ericsson, of appealingfrom Secretary Welles to President
Lincoln, for the lucky presence of the Monitor
in Hampton Roads, when nothing but tho pro
aence of such a vessel could have saved uj
from a public disgrace and an invincible
sea monster which, in another day, might have
changed the fortunes of this war in favor of the
/cMlioo.
Wo want iron-clod rams and gunboat*, swift

and strong: and a Lalf a dozen such craft,
carrying each only one heavy gun of the most

approved American invention, will be worth
more to us than a dozen lumbering and vulnerableWarriors. We want a man in the Navy
Departinont who will keep us ahead of Englandin these iron naval defences, and who
will defeat by anticipating the iron-clad vesselswhich our Southern rebels are building at
various places. Let ns hope that President
Lincoln will give us such u man as the successorto old Mr. Welles.

What Wk Havk Don* von Emont..Since
we have bocomo a nation we have gixm
Kurnnn the belt rearvers the tightest, tft.c1.ii.

the fastest race horses, iho cheapest clocks,
the most pugnacious pugilists, the swifW
yachts, the moat accurate telegraph, the fustr-sfc
ocean steamers of tht' world. W'e havo indeed
showered our gonitis upon the other nations of
the e.irtli. Now we have produced a small
iron steamer, which, in a five hours'tight in
Hampton (toads, utterly destroys all the old
navies of Europe, and gives to the oilier
Powers of the world a model for the reconstructionof their floots. f

The Tho* Ana..In 1847 and 1848 cnrCalr
fornia discoveries throw us into the golden era.
This grow out of the McxScan war. Now'no
are entering upon tlie age of iron, growing out
of the present rebellion. <*«r sacrifices f* r .ur

honor and Integrity develop tho wondetf .1 r0

sources of this great country, to the Oslonislimen'and bewilderment or the of fbe
world.

r Ow» Ljvk. Oajcvnantstiojoi. -TVoro wa- home

i excitement several months aii.y, hecanse all
r the live oak plantations were the hands of
i the rebels. What if they wer el Of wlmt use

f are tl ey now? InstMd of th < *« we want plenty
h of iron mines and rolling 'milU J<ivo oak has

become obsolete.
#*
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IMPORTANT FROM WASHINGTON

Ratification of the Seward-Lyons Treaty
for Suppressing the Africai

Slave Trade.

Thi Bill Recognizing Hayti and Liberia
Fawed by the Sonata.

InterestingDebatesla CongivesMs
the Confiscation Question*

The Object of the FYonch Mlnistofi
Visit to Rlcfcaoni*

Difficulty Between Mr. Vallssdighnm
and Senator Wade.

Br* WaOe SUgaaatlssO sa a LUr, a isf
Orel ni a Csvvi*

(to., As.,Ao.

Wamumoton, April 24, IMS.
11ATIPICATION OP THI RIWAKU-LTO.MS TKXATT rM
THE SUPPRESSION OP THE APHIOAN SI.AT* TRAM.
The .Senate to-day, by a unanimous vote, ratiSed the

Seward Lyons treaty reoenlly negotiated here for the
suppression of the African slave trade. This to deemed
a moat important treaty, whioh will probably sweepOS
last vestife of the piratical traffic from the faoe of the

RETURN OP THI FRENCH MINISTER PROM ItTOHMOIU.
The French Ministor, M. Henri Worrier, roturaad to.

day la the rrlgaM Goasendl from Richmond. Soon aTter
his arrtval he visited the Stale Ihtpartment, and'haS *

long and doubtless Interesting Interview with Hocretaiy
Soward. M. Mersier statea that be never heard until his
arrival here of Dr. Lemoine, who is said, the lUdh"
mood papers, to bar# represented thirl/ tnominee
Freeehmee.
M. Merclar's visit to Richmond wM not of polities

importation, but, as stated in the 11baal» some time ago,
was puroly of e business charsctor, in reforeuce to Ike
safety of a large amount of pro|>ort/ t>e;onging to Ike
French govurnment, which was in danger of being
burned or destroyed by the vandals of the rebel oxifiederacjrwhon tbey snail be compelled to evacnaM
Richmond.
TUB COKKE3IO.NDKNCK WITn PRANGS KRLAT|VR T#

THE WAR.
Mr. Vallandigham's resolution calling upon the Presidentfor su< h correspondence botween this government

and Frauce as may have been received wilbin the laat
two months, was based upon the Icnowlerigo of tbe fact,
that the French government, supposing that it had been
assured that the rebellion should t>e crushed out within
a given time, which is already past,has made some verjr
sigmilcant inquiries of our government upon that sutyeot.

THE REPUBLICAN CAUCUS.
The object of the caucus last nlgbt was to arrange Mm

details of a Confiscation bill that would commaHo tbe
full vote of the repuolican party in the House. It wen
informally doterminod that tbe bill to be presented
should aflii tho penalty of confiscation only to those whn
h.ivo been actually bearing arms against the I'nltodStates,
excluding all who may be nblo to prove that tbey were

involuntarily in arms. The only objection urged egataM
the proposed bill is its incompatibility with the express
provisions of tho constitution. This bill will unquestionablybs pasaoil, but the Supremo Court will probably,owr
fine its operation to the life estate of rebels oonvieted
under It.
LOVEJOV'fl HARANGUE ON THE CONFISCATION Q«MTION.
Hon. Owen Lovejoy's speech upon confiscation te dad,

although toned down as much as possible under (he adviceof his frionda, proclaimed boldly the doctrine of Um
radicals, that either,slavery or the Union must be daalroyedin tbia war. He said that either slavery or the
republic must perish. It is certain that the conOscaUoa
bill will be modified muiu reuca oniy tue prupenj at

the leaders in the rebellion. Ihe majority in tha Hoot*
will go no farther than this.

TDK KMANCirATlOS COMMISSION C0MFI.1T1P.
The appointment of Horatio King, ex-rostmastor (lensral,aseoeof the Conimli^*.oo*r» under the act for Mm

abolishment of slavery in the District of Coiiynbia, waa
ronflrm'-l by the Senate to day. The Board will organizeat once.
The assault upon the President, in connection with tlm

appointment of Mr King, however gratifying to tte
radicals who are waging war against the administratis*,
is severely condemned by all who appreciate the patriotismexhibited by the few who were called to the roaaM

of the country during the last days of ths Buchaaaa
dynasty. The four gentlemen mentioned,In the corranp.ndcnceof the Timri as unworthy or public favor, oa<

account of their connection with the administration at
Mr. Buchanan, wers prsclssly those whose efforts were

relied upon by the whole nation in a most trying hour t*
save the country from ths ruin invokod by ths previous
niausgeuient of publio affairs. It was their ocaductupon that occasion that c<>mmended them te
ths people end to President Lincoln. The nomination at
Mr. King, howavar, was not prompted by the Secretary
of War. He was selocted by the President himself, as *

man of known integrity and enjoying the c<>nihi*aoe ef
the people of the District,and therefore omlnan,'.y proper
aii one of these ComintMionsrs. Tha.ie facts induced the
prompt continuation of the appointment by the 3onate.

THE IUFFICTLTT BKTWKJ'.N MR. VALLAWblMHAM AN»
SENATOR warn.

A speck of war appeere<1 in CongreM to day. Mr. VallandIghnmmads use of language in the House in refer
rence to Senator Wade which has caused much Inquiry
during the evening respecting the Senator's fighting
tpialliles. Mr. Wade has quite a reputation as a fighting
man. It is possibl* thai in the ahsanca of the Souther*

" wont to resort to the duello. North-

re inen may show that they ara quit* equal in such
matters.
Ut. Hutchins' resolution censuring Mr. rallandighaat

for etlcgod violation of the rul«e and deoorum of th»
Re'-so by making use of denunciatory language agaiMt
Sonet r Wade, after quoting rraaa the letter's receat
«peach iq tho Senate, will come up to morrow for taal
actiw. Tho participant* in the colloquy, Mosars. Val'
iandigtar. and Hlake (one the assailant, the other the

defender of Mr. Wade), exhibited intense earneetuess.
Tlioacene for a while was exceedingly spirited, and was

abruptly terminatnd by an adjournment.
SKCKKTSKY Wlil.HS' DKKB.VCB.

( erretary Welles is preparing a ataterneal for public*
tion in self defenoe. It la believed that it will contain

mine severe strictures upon the other department* of the

government Till TAX MM..

The report that tho Konatu tinanne Committee had

decided to incronae the tax on malt liquors to two dot are

* b*i el is erroneous. Much a pioposition was arraeied,
and th<- committee manifested a disposition to diminish.
th>. tax to ttfly cent* a barrel. The brewing interests*
the country aaa r"7-neente<l before tbc committee try

Mr. Squires It was shown that the oggregaie |-coduvs
ti m of malt ligproretn ibis country la six millions cf bar.

rota, In-dead of three end a quarter millions, an staled

is t) « b<*t fon.ua, and tf^t « tax of one dnlWtr a bar-

rel would 'nspoao upon this individual inweet oneIt
wentioth of I ho whidn amount of l>u proposed
to bo raiaed. Thta raprrsonlatloo, together with the

r«ot that atiout one fifth rT the t»«H llquata brewed in

rend rod unavailable by fermentation, while the tax la

impoerd on the whole, w 111 probably indueo the commit

toi to reduce the la* to liity cnls per bar'l

p .TTI.KMPMT 01 NKW YORPt WAR ll.XIRP

Tli# bill Introduced by Mr. Kenton in the llotme to rtejr
provide# that the proper accounting olllcere of the Trea.

eury may oiumice such aoounta between tlm par tie#

a# wore fueled under th# art of May 3, ma

authorizing the payment of the interest due the'Htale ^

of New York; and upon the re examination to amine

the sum# expended by th# Rtato of New York, nrtdthe

hums repaid by the lulled States. In this settlement

toe interest muat be calculated up lo the lime of anp

jayinent made, and the payment hrtiappliedto this ; end the balance, If any, to

he applied to reduce Die principal. Interact

is to' # calculated only on euma upon wh.iofc the Rut* baa

oi*oe.-1 'I or paid iutaraei by the Irawfer of an mWrest

bea'lnf l -nd. la the application e,' the aba.o mice, if

any iunue> u found due to the jtat of New tytlt, itM


